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conduit. A child representing Elizabeth sat on the seat of
worthy governance, the seat being supported by four persons
representing virtues treading their contrary vices under foot.
Pure religion was one of the virtues: It trod upon superstition
and Ignorance. Very gay was Cheapside, with a c noise of trum-
pets * at one place, the noise of the waits further on, and Its Cross
fair and well trimmed. Here the City Recorder presented the
Queen with a thousand marks in gold, in a richly wrought purse
of crimson satin. CI thank my Lord Mayor, his brethren, and
you all/ said Elizabeth in acknowledgement. fiAnd whereas
your request Is that I should continue your good Lady and
Queen, be ye assured that I will be as good unto you as ever
queen was to her people. No will in me can lack, neither do I
trust that there lack any power. And persuade yourselves that
for the safety and quietness of you all, I will not spare, if need
be, to spend my blood. God thank you all/ 'If It moved a mar-
vellous shout and rejoicing/ says the narrator, citls nothing to
be marvelled at, since both the heartiness thereof was so
wonderful and the words so jointly knit/

The fourth pageant was now reached at the Little Conduit,
Its centrepiece Time. 'TirneS* exclaimed Elizabeth; *and Time
hath brought me hither.' It was set in the form of two hiUs. One
was green and fruitful, and on Its summit was a handsome
youth, gay in dress and spirits, standing under a green laurel
tree: this represented a flourishing commonwealth. The other
was all withered and dead, and a youth In rude apparel sat
mournfully under an arid tree: this was the decayed common-
wealth. Between was a cave from which Time emerged, leading
his daughter Truth who carried an English Bible In her hand.
A child told the meaning:

This old man with the scythe\ Old "Father Time they call*
And her bis daughter Truth which holdeth yonder book^
Whom he out of his rock hath brought forth to us all>
From whence these many years she durst not once out look.

The Bible it was, continued the expounder, that taught the way
to bring a commonwealth from a decayed to a flourishing state: